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REVELATITONs Chap. iii. ver. 1. 


Behold thou ſayeſt, I am rich, and increaſed with Goods, and have need 
of Nothing, and knoweſt not that thou art aal and eee 
and poor, and Blind, and * | 


ISMAL n indeed I It may ſeem a little ſurpriz- 
ing, that thoſe, who are involved in them, ſhould be Igno- 


rant of it; that ſuch a ſtate of Miſery and Poverty ſhould . 
neither be felt, nor known ; that the Poor, the Blind, and the Naked, 
who want all the Comforts of Life, ſhould ſtill think themſelves . 
| Rich, and declare that they have need of Nothing. ---But the Context 
will eaſily explain the Difficulty, and ſhew us in what Senſe theſe 
Words are to be taken, and how truly Men may be look'd upon as 
Wretched and Miſerable in the S:ght of God, even when they are ſo 
pleaſed with themſelves, ſo ſatisfied with their Condidpn, as to think, 
that they have need of Nothing. 


We are therefore to obſerve, that the Words of my Text are part 
of that Tender Addreſs, which the Son of God here makes to the 
Churches, which He had purchaſed with his Blood; in which He 
ſhews the moſt Compaſſionate Concern for their Welfare. It con- 
tains not only the. moſt encouraging Promiſes, and the moſt moving 
Exhortatlons to Obedience, but likewiſe the ſevereſt Reproof of their 
Failings and Tranſgreſſions, and the moſt dreadful threatnings of 
Vengeance, if they did not repent and amend them, He approves 
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of the Labours and- Patience of one Churth, He recommends the 


Faithfulneſs and Conſtancy of another: And laſtly, to the Church 


of Laodicea (which ſeems to have departed the furtheſt from the 
Faith) He gives the ſevereſt Reproof, and denounces the moſt Dread- 
ful Threatnings, He declares firſt to them, under a Natural and Fa- 


miliar image, how much He diſreliſhed and nauſeated their Luke- 


warmneſs and Indifferency to Him, and His Religion, and then ſets 
before them the Blindneſs of their Underſtandings, and the Miſery 
of their:Condition.---That though they had eſcaped the afflictions 


and perſecutions under which the other Churches had laboured, yet 


that they ought not upon that account, to look upon themſelves as 


the peculiar Favourites of Heaven, fo far from it, that their Being 


exempted from thoſe tryals, which their Brethren had undergone, 


was rather a mark of any ee for He adds at the following 
Verſe, As many as I love, nd haſten. I counſel thee, there- 


fore, ſays he, to buy of me Gold tried in the Fire, that thou mayſt be 
rich, and white Raiment, that thou mayſt. be cloathed : By the firſt of 


which Expreſſions, is meant, in the Figurative Language of this 
Book, a Faith, which has undergone the Tryal of Perſecution, and 
by the other, that Degree of Glory, with which it is to be reward- 
ed. This, faith Our Lord, I counſel thee to purchaſe, that thou 
mayſt be truly Rich; for till thou haſt attained it, how eaſy ſoever 


thy Outward Circumſtances may appear to be, how much ſoever 


thou mayſt flatter thyſelf that thy Goods are increaſed, and hat thou 
haſt need of Nothing; yet know, what has hitherto been Hidden from 


Thee, that thou art Wretched and Miſerable, and Poor and Blind and 
Naked. That this is the proper meaning of theſe words, might be 
ſhewyn, by comparing it with ſeveral other places in this Book,“ 

where the ſame Terms are made uſe of to the fame purpoſe. 


„Rev. Ch. ii, Ver. 9. 
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From the Text thus explained, there neceſſarily ariſes this plain 
propoſition, vig. That Temporal Proſperity and Worldly Affſuence, 
is far from being any Proof of the Divine Favour; but that Men 
with all the Advantages of Plenty and Eaſe, of Power and Riches, 
may ſtill be labouring under the Divine Diſpleaſure, and ought there- 
fore to be looked upon (not as they are generally regarded by them- 
ſelves, and the World) but as involved in that State of Wretchedneſs 
— Miſery deſcribed in my Text. | 


This Doctrine, with the Conſequences flowing from it, may 5 
ſerve our Conſideration; and be not unprofitably applied to particu- 
lar perſons, as well as Churches or Communities of Men. But I ſhall 
conſider it at preſent, as the Occaſion requires, and as indeed it is 
applied in my Text---Wherein it is plainly declared, that a Church 
with all the outward Marks of Eaſe, Proſperity, and Grandeur, may 
be abandoned and forſaken of God. Whilſt on the other Hand, an 
afflicted and perſecuted Community of Chriſtians may be His pecu- 
liar People, and enjoy a more than Ordinary Degree of His Love 
and Favour. 


I think it will be granted me, that a Church has then the greateſt 
ſhare of the Divine Favour, wha it moſt deſerves it; i. e. when its 
Members are ſteady in the Faith, Holy in their Converſation, and un- 
corrupted in their Lives; and every one of them in His reſpective 
Station endeavours to conform all his Actions and Intentions, to the 
moſt Holy Rules of the Religion, which He profeſſes. Now, whe- 
ther Eaſe and Proſperity, or Hardſhip and Affliction, are moſt likely 
to produce theſe Bleſſed Effects in the Church, may be eaſily diſco- 
vered, by conſidering its different Temper and Behaviour, in the dif- 
ferent Circumſtances of Eaſe or Affliction, of Encouragement, or 
Perſecution. 


As 
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As to the Jewiſh Church, it is very Remarkable, that their Diſ- 


obedience and Ingratitude generally increaſed in exact Proportion to 
their Deliverances, and the Mercies ſhewn to them.---They murmur- 


ed in the Wilderneſs, but they rebelled in Canaan. Whilſt they were 
jabouring under their Burthens in Egypt, they cried unto the Lord, 
but no ſooner had He delivered them out of their Diſtreſs, but Hey 
were Diſobedient to his Word, and forgot what he had done for them. 
The Mercies they had received, and the Miracles they had ſeen, 
Thoſe great and wonderful Works, by which, with an Out-/tretched 
Arm, they had been delivered, and brought up out of the Houſe of 
Bondage. To how amazing a Degree their Diſobedience was car- 
' ried, cannot be more ſtrongly expreſſed, than in thoſe few Words 
of the * Pſalmiſt, 7. e. They made them a Calf in Horeb : in that very 
Place where they had a viſible Appearance of their God, whilſt he 
was giving them their Law, with Thunderings and Lightnings, 
whilſt the Mountain was yet burning with. Fire; They made them a 
molten Image. They fell down to the Works of their own Hands, 
and ſaid, Theſe be thy Gods, O Iſrael, who brought thee up out of the 
Land of Egypt. This was the State and Condition of the Jewiſh: 
Church and Nation, Humble and Obedient under Affliction, Inſo- 
' lent and Rebellious when at Eaſe and in Proſperity : as the Scripture. 
expreſſes it, + When TJeſhurin waxed Fat he kicked, then he forſook the 
God which made him, and lightly eſteemed the Rock of his Salvation. 


The Caſe I am afraid will appear much the ſame with the Chriſ- 
tian Church, if we compare its primitive State with its Conduct in 
later and leſs afflicted Ages. Let us look back upon thoſe Times, 
when the Power and Malice of this World combined againſt the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, and the moſt cruel Violences were made uſe of 
to deter Men from acknowledging and profeſſing it. And was there 


* Pal. cvi. 19. Deut. xxii. 15. 
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ever more Readineſs in embracing it, more Conſtancy in adhering 
to it, or more Exactneſs and Perſeverance in practiſing and living up 
to it? The conſtant Apprehenſions of ſuffering for Religion, kept up 


the moſt ſerious Regard for the Duties of it. An Indifference to 


the Things of this World muſt have been Natural and Neceſſary to 
Men, who expected daily to be called out of it; their Affections and 
Deſires muſt have been looſened from a World, where they had no- 
thing to look for but Diſtreſſes and Perſecutions, and mult therefore 
have ariſen to Heaven, where all their Hopes and Expectations were 


placed : Where the Treaſure was, there muſt be the Heart alſo. Add 


to this, that even the Cenſures and Reproaches of their Adverſaries, 


mult have taught them to have a particular Regard to their Conduct, 
and have prevented their being Guilty of any Thing, that could give 
an Occaſion to the Enemy to condemn them, or blaſpheme their 
moſt Holy Religion. It is eaſy to conceive, what an Exactneſs of 
Behaviour, and Severity of Manners muſt belong to a People in ſuch 
Circumſtances. ' The daily Expectation of Death mult have kept 
them in a daily Preparation for it. The frequent Examples before 
their Eyes of Sufferings and Martyrdom mult have quickned their 
Faith, and ſtrengthened their Reſolution: and Perſecution in this, 
though in no other Senſe, muſt have done God Service. This, toge- 


ther with the divine Aſſiſtance, which doubtleſs. was beſtowed on 


them in ſuch an extraordinary Manner as their Circumſtances re- 


quired, may account for that eminent Degree of Piety and Virtue 
which is recorded of them; Such and ſo Great, that ſubſequent Ages 


have been ſo far from imitating, that they have been hardly brought 


to believe it of them. Men will now be aſtoniſhed at a Charity 


which knew no Bounds, at the diſintereſted Generoſity of thoſe 
Ages, in which all Things were in a Manner in Common; in which 
(as an early Writer expreſſes it) theſe invidious Words Mine and 
Thine, which have ſince ſo cruelly divided the World, were unknown 

C 200 


— — — . 
——— — 


Mot 3 -_ 4 
OY hs 


1 


in the Chriſtian Language, and when, as He ſays, the Poor and In- 


digent ſo equally ſhared the Subſtance of the Rich, that there was 
properly ſpeaking neither Poor nor Rich. It is no Wonder, if fo 
Generous a Diſregard to the Things of this World, made the Chriſ- 
tians of thoſe Days ſo ready to leave it; if ſo thorough a Contempt 


and Neglect of all the Pleaſures of Life, made them even deſirous | 


of laying it down, whenever they were called upon to part with it. 
Men engaged in ſo troubleſome a Warfare, muſt have been very 
willing to finiſh it, that they might obtain the Crown of Glory, 
which was laid up for them in Heaven, It was this which made 
them haſten to, and ſupported them in Torment. It was the Con- 
tempt of this World, and the faithful Expectation of a better, which 
made them to ſeek after Death, with a Fervour of Deſire, which 


cannot be better deſcribed, than in the Words of an ancient Writer *, 


who aſſures us, that they fought after Martyrdom, with the fame 
Eagerneſs and Zeal, with which Men, even in his Time, began to 
ſeek after Riches and Preferments. Such were the Men who were 
hated and perſecuted by the World, which was nor worthy of them. 
This was the Age in which the Church ſhone forth in its utmoſt 


Perfection, then was its 'Fryal, and its Glory. Chriſtianity ſhewed 
forth itſelf, not in Splendor, or Authority, for the one was forbid- 


den, and the other rarely exerciſed; 'but in the Lives and Converſa- 


» tions of its Profeſſors, in their ſteady Faith, in their exemplary Ho- 


lineſs, and in their unparalleled Conſtancy. Such was Chriſtianity in 
the Struggles of its Birth, in the Day of its Diſtreſs ; ſuch were 


Chriſtians, and ſueh they continued to be, ſo S as Fwy were G 
ſlitute, Aſfitted, bran | 


No, one ſurely can ebe but that Religion had Wi a. much 
ſtronger Influence upon the Minds of Men, than it has had ſince: 


Sulpicius Severus Sacr. Hiſt Lib. 2. 
| and 


Era 


and that a Chriſtian was then a very different Creature from what has 
been promiſcuouſly called ſo in later Ages. Any one who will 


compare the primitive Ages of the Church, with the ſucceeding 
Times, will too plainly difcern the Difference. 


It may perhaps appear too invidious to draw a Compariſon betwixt 
that Age, and the preſent. Let us only look back to a much ear- 
lier Age, to that wherein Chriſtianity was firſt delivered from Per- 
ſecution, and taken under the Protection of the Civil Magiſtrates 
and we ſhall find, even the Writers of thoſe Times, complaining 
loudly, of the Increaſe of Immorality, the Corruptions of the 
Faith, and the Decay of Piety and true Religion. No ſooner was 
the Church at reſt from all its Enemies from without, but more cruel 
Enemies aroſe from w:#h17; She was divided with Notions, and 
weakened with Separations. No ſooner were Her Members protect- 
ed and encouraged, than we hear of Accuſations and Clamours 
againſt each other, of Conteſts for Dominion and Authority, of Zeal 
and Paſſion for Trifles, and of Coldneſs and Neglect for the Sub- 
ſtantials of Religion. Charity and Liberality became the Food of 
Idleneſs and Avarice, Conceſſions and Immunities, the Support of 'Ty= 
ranny and Ambition. Theſe Vices took Root, and grew faſt in fo 
rich a Soil; ſucceeding. Ages ſoon brought them to Maturity: 
Thus Matters went on from bad to worſe, each ſucceeding Age add- 
ing to the Iniquities and Corruptions of the former, till it ended at 
laſt in that Age, which Baronius himſelf calls, The Seculum Perre- 
um & Tenebroſum. The Goſpel was indeed all this while againſt 
them, and therefore it was neceſſary either to conceal, or to corrupt 
it; the firſt they did effectually, by forbidding Men to look into it, 
and the latter by the Inventions they added to it: New Doctrines were 
found out, confirmed, and publiſhed, every one of which manifeſtly 


tended to increaſe either the Wealth or the Power of the Inventors. 
When 
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When by theſe Means they had blinded Mankind, they led or drove 
them wherever they pleaſed, they encroached upon every power, till 
they had engroſſed almoſt all Authority to themſelves, the deluded 
World gradually yielded to their Pretenſions, till they could no lon- 
ger reſiſt them, and then every Thing was ſwallowed up (to uſe the 
Words of one of that own Writers) in the Papal Omnipotency. 
What the Tyranny of their Power has been, the Inſolences it hag 
committed, the Violences it has offered to the Conſciences, as well 
as the Bodies of Mankind, and the Injury it hath done to Religion, 
I need not mention, they are too notorious, either to be inſiſted on, 
or denied. Whether this Power be Anti- Chriſt, or not, I ſhall not 
take upon me to determine, but of this we may be certain, that it 
has moſt notoriouſly oppoſed itſelf to Chriſt, that it has in a Manner 
defeated the End of His Coming, and the Great Deſign of His Re- 
ligion, which was the Perfecting of our Morals, and the Reforming 
our Lives; for have they not manifeſty looſened all the Obligations 
to Morality and a good Life, by ſetting up an outward empty Per- 
formance in the room of it? Have they not found out Another Me- 
| thod of Pardon for Sin, beſides that only one mentioned by Our 
| Maſter, the Repenting of and Forſaking it? Yet this is the Church 
that boaſts itſelf the only True One, and makes its Splendor and 
Power one of the Arguments, by which it proves itſelf Such: Which 
Argument has been ſtrongly inſiſted on by one of her Ableſt Champi- 
ons *, and is to this Day made uſe of to dazzle and delude Men 
into Her Communion. But may it not be aſked, How that Splendor 
was obtained, and how that Power had been ſupported ; was not the 
Firſt procured by the Lyings, the Frauds, and the Forgeries, by 
which that Church has moſt notoriouſly cheated Mankind out of their 
Subſtance, their Liberty, and their Souls? And has not the Other 


'* Bellarmine de Notis Ecclefiz. + | 
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been weinte by thoſe Violences, which have been always made 
Uſe of, and are only neceſſary, to ſupport the Uſurpation and Abuſe 
of Power? Whenever therefore the Church of Rome ſhall attack us 
with that dazzling Argument of Her viſible Splendor and Authority, 
may we not put Her in Mind of the Corruptions by which it was 
obtained, and juſtly retort upon Her, the Words of our Maſter in 


the Text: Behold thou ſayeft, I am rich, and abound in all Things, 


and have Need of Nothing, and knoweſt not that thou art Wretched and 


Miſerable, and Poor and Blind and Naked ? I ſhall not take upon me 


to unfold the myſteries of the Book of Revelations, or to draw certain 
Concluſions from figurative Expreſſions. But thus much I think is 
manifeſt ; that in various Paſſages of that Book, the true Church of 
Chriſt is repreſented as * a Woman flying into the Wilderneſs, lying 
hid, and concealing Herſelf from the Rage of Perſecution : Whereas 
Her Perſecutor is deſcribed, + as a Woman arrayed in Purple and Scar- 
let, deck'd with Gold and precious Stones, drunk with the Blood of the 
Saints, and the Blood of the Martyrs of Jeſus. Let any one compare 


theſe two Characters together, and then let it be judged, whether 


Splendor and Viſibility be really any Mark of the true Church of 
Chriſt. 


From what has been ſaid, and from the View we have taken 
of the Church of Chriſt, in its different States of Affliction and 
Proſperity, there ariſe ſome obvious and very uſeful Inferences. 


In the firſt place, from what has been obſerved, we may be ſup- 
plied with an Anſwer to that inſolent Objection which was fo of- 
ten put to the Firſt Reformers, and have been fince urged to their 
Followers, viz. Where was your Church before Luther? May we not 
anſwer, that it was, where our Lord foretold it hu be, in the 


* Rev. Xu, + Rev, xvii, 
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Deſart, afflicted, forſaken, and driven out from among Men; in 
the /ame Place and under the lie Perſecution with the Jewiſh Church, 
when the Prophet of 1ſrael complained that“ His People had revolt- 
ed from God, and thrown down His Altars, and that He only He alone, 
remained Zealous for the Lord of Hoſts. And in Fact, among ſo great 
a Multitude there were no more than Seven thoufand left in all 1/-ae!, 
who had not bowed the Knee to Baal. A late learned + Prelate of our 
Church, in order to explain the forementioned Paſſage, in the Book 
of Revelations, has ſhewn manifeſtly, that there were never wanting 
Men in the World, to proteſt againſt the Innovations of the Church 
of Rome : He has given us a ſhort Hiſtory of their Tenets, and their 
Sufferings in Support of them, even many Ages before Luther, and 
has demonſtrated, that the Principles of the Reformation bore an 
equal Date, with the eſtabliſned Corruption of the Church. And 
ſince it appears from what has been ſaid, that Obſcurity, Perſecution 
and Diſgrace, may be the Lot of the Faithful, and the Favourites of 
Heaven, why may we not ſafely conclude, that amongſt zheſe Men, 
Was the true Church; that theſe were the few who had not bowed the 
Knee to Baal, |. the little Flock to whom it Rage the Father to give 
the Kingdom of Heaven, ; 


Again, from the Account which we have received of the Perſe- 
cution and Sufferings of the firſt Chriſtians for the Sake of their Re- 
ligion, have we not a ſufficient Anſwer to the Clamours of Prieft= 
craft and Intereſt in the firſt Promoters of the Goſpel ? What tempo- 
ral Advantage could they hope for, by propagating a Doctrine which 
was directly contrary to the Paſſions and Inclinations of Mankind, 
and inconſiſtent with all the received and eſtabliſhed Religions in the 
World? if they believed their Maſter to be a Prophet ſent from Hea- 
ven, they muſt have been convinced of the Truth of what he fore- 


*, Kings xix. 10. + Uſher de Staty et Succeſſione Eocleſiæ. t Luke xii. 32. 
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told them, and muſt have depended on all that Trouble and Afflic- 
tion, which he had aſſured them would attend the Propagation of 
His Goſpel, that they ſhould be hated and perſecuted by all Men for His 
Name-Sake. But if theyitwere not perſwaded of the Truth of what 
they preached, the World ſhould not accuſe them of Craft but of 
Folly, and ſuch a Degree of it, as Men were never Guilty of before, 
that of expoſing themſelves to Poverty and Miſery, to Dangers and 
Death, in order to carry on a known Impoſture, from which they 
could hope for no Advantage in this World, and for which they 
were ſure to be puniſhed in the next. In ſhort, there either are 
ſome ſettled Principles by which we may judge of Human Conduct, 
or there are not: if there are not, all Reaſonings upon the Behavi- 
our of Men are Impertinent and Abſurd. But if there are, it is 
Impoſſible to reconcile the Conduct of the firſt Chriſtians, upon a 
Suppoſition that they were combined in a Fraud, with any one prin- 
ciple of Human Nature; unleſs we can ſuppoſe, that at a Particular 
Time, there was a very Particular Set of Men, who choſe Evil for 
its own Sake, who took a Pleaſure in Miſery and Pain, and had a 
Natural Inclination to- thoſe two meu Terrors of Mankind, Ts 
ment and Death. | 

When I am ſpeaking of the primitive Times of Chriſtianity, 
1 do not mean to confine myſelf to the Apoſtolic. Age; the 
fugceeding Centuries produced a ſet of Men worthy our Admira- 
tion and Eſteem. Any one who has looked into the Hiſtory of 
thoſe Ages, muſt own, that the Fathers of the Church were honeſt 
and brave Men; that they propagated Chriſtianity by their Labours, 
and ſealed it with their Blood ; and that they have left us ſome of 
the nobleſt Monuments of Learning and Piety. And ought not the 
Memory of ſuch Men to be treated with Reſpe& and Reverence ? 
It is true, that they were Men, and wrote. with. the Fallibility be- 
longing to Men, indulging themſelves ſometimes in thoſe Figures 
and Flights of Fancy, in which the Eloquence of that Age conſiſt- 
ed, 
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ed, and not always regarding that accurate Preciſion of Language, 
which Controverſy in future Ages exacted and produced. But is it 
an Undertaking worthy a Chriſtian Divine, to ſtudy the Labours of 
thoſe Men, only to expoſe and abuſe them? Can it any way ſerve the 
Cauſe of Chriſtianity, to have the Fathers of the Church, who wrote 
and ſuffered ſo much for it, expoſed to the World, as credulouſly be- 
lieving, or more impiouſly forging Miracles, in Support of it? Who- 
ever has done this, is ſurely chargeable with much Raſhneſs and In- 
diſcretion; as to the Intentions of ſuch an Author, we mult leave 
them to that God who only can judge of them. 


Laſtly, Though Perſecution be the Tryal of a Church, that Tryal 
which purifies, is like Gold in the Fire, yet we may ſafely and piouſly 
pray to God to exempt us from it. Chriſt Jeſus, the Lover and 
Redeemer of his Church, who foretold the Sufferings of his Fol- 
lowers, and permitted them to be hated of all Mankind for his Sake, 
foretold likewiſe and promiſed the Times of Peace and Proſperity to 
His Church, wherein She ſhould flouriſh in Security, and be enlarg- 
ed in all Her Borders. How thankful ought we to be to Providence, 
for the Times we live in, the Bleſſings wer enjoy, the ſecure Eſta- 
bliſhment, and the free Exerciſe of Chriſt's moſt Holy Religion, that 
we have been delivered from thoſe Miſeries, and eſcaped thoſe Try- 
als, which it is impoſſible for any of us to ſay that we ſhould have 
been able to abide. And next under God, how grateful and obedi- 
ent ought we to be to that Soverign, whom He has ſet over us, for 

the Defence of our Faith, and the Security of our Religion ; during 
whoſe happy Reign, our Church has been more free from Animo- 
ſities, more ſecure in Her Rights, and bleſt with a greater Degree of; 
Peace and Tranquillity, than has been known in any Age fince her 
Eſtabliſhment. No one Right, that ſhe can properly claim, has been 
invaded, no Privilege has been infringed, nothing has been want- 
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ing to encourage her Sons in performing their Duty, and giving 


them a Senſe of their Happineſs. Let us look back to the laſt _ 


Century, let us reflect on the Apprehenſions every honeſt Man was 
under of Popery's returning again amongſt us with all its Cruelty. 
The Perſecution which then begun (as it always will begin) with our 


Biſhops and Clergy, was but an Introduction to a more Bloody and- 


Severe one, in which this Nation muſt have been involved. But 
This it pleaſed God to prevent! He has exempted us from thoſe 
Fears and Dangers, and by giving us a Race of Proteſtant Princes, 
has ſecured us (if it be not our own Fault) from the Terrors and 
Tyranny of Popery ; and I think, I may ſafely ſay, that the Proteſ- 
tant Religion, with which our Liberty is inſeparably connected, is fo 
grafted on that Branch of the Royal Family that is now called to 
rule over us, that it muſt die or flouriſb with it. What then is that 
Engliſhman, who can endeavour to ſhake or undermine thoſe Foun- 
dations on which the Liberty of His Country is eſtabliſhed ? What 
is that Proteſtant, who can take His Religion from the Protection it 
is under, and truſt it to the Hands of thoſe, the firſt Principle of 
whoſe Religion it is to extirpate and deſtroy it? Laſtly, What is that 


Clergyman who can join, encourage, or abet ſuch Enemies of this 


Church and Nation? I mean not by open Rebellion, the Law has ſuf- 


ficiently declared the Heinouſneſs of ſuch an Offence ; but by the!“ 


meaner, the no leſs miſchievous, though leſs puniſhable Practice of 
Sedition, by Clamours and Abuſe, by Miſrepreſentation and Calum- 


ny, by Hints of Diſloyalty, and Marks of DiſaffeCtion ; in ſhort, by 


all, or any of thoſe Arts and Practices, by which the Reverence and 
Affection of the People may be. alienated from his Majeſty's Perſon 
and Government. How Unworthy and Unbecoming is ſuch a Be- 
haviour in thoſe who daily and publickly pray for the Health, Wealth: 
and Proſperity of their Sovereign, and at the ſame Time are doing 


him in private all the Miſcbięf that Tang can, or dare to do? Such 
E Men 
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Men (if any ſuch there are) are either Roman Catholicks at their 
Hearts, or they are not. If they are, they muſt be the vileſt of Hy- 
pocrites, and the Wickedeſt of Men, ſuch as can laugh at Oaths, 
and trifle with Abjurations. But if they are not, they are the great- 
eſt of Madmen ; for ſetting aſide all the Obligations of Honour, 
Conſcience, and Religion, even the firſt Law of Nature, that of 
Self- preſervation, feems to have no Weight with them. For if Po- 
pery ſhould ever prevail again m this Nation, the Clergy of the 
Church of England muſt and would be the firſt Sufferers by it. The- 


cruel Alternative of Turn or Suffer, renounce your Religion, or re- 


nounce the World, muſt be hit made to them, and they muſt be 
the peculiar and immediate Objects of its Malice and Cruelty : that: 
Man muſt have little Share even of Common Literature, who does 


not know, that Perſecution is the fure Attendant upon Popery ; that 


no Promiſes, no Engagements could ever ſecure thoſe who truſted 
to them from the Cruelty which that Religion not only commands, 


but ſanctifies. How thankful then ought we to be to Providence, 
for having ſo often, and ſo lately delivered us from this dreadful 
Scourge ? How watchful ought we to be to guard againſt every 


Thing that may tend to the Introduction of it? For ſhould that 


cruel Religion return agam among us, its Violences perhaps might 
be more than Human Fortitude could bear. Our Confidence at a 


_ Diſtance may be greater than our Strength when tried. How ardently 


therefore ought we to pray to God, to deliver and ſecure us from ſo 
ſevere a Tryal? Let us remember what our Saviour ſays even to his 
Diſciples, whom ſurely we could not exeeed in Zeal: and Forti- 


| tude: In the xxvith of St. Matthew's Goſpel, at the 41ſt Verſe, He 


fays to them, Watch and Pray, ive pi tet, wg et, that 
ye enter not in a Tryal beyond what ye can bear, (for ſo the Word 
ſignifies) and the Reaſon he gives is a very weighty one, To fei 
v TeoJuper, 1 0 onge acterys, though. the Spirit be willing (or ag 
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it may be rendered) Forward, or deſirous of Suffering, yet God: 
knows the Fleſh is weak. . Relying therefore upon the Protection of 
God's good Providence, thankful for paſt Mercies, and living and 
behaving ſo as to deſerve the Continuance of them, let us all join 
in that excellent Collect of our Church, Grant, O Lord, we be- 
ſeech thee, that the Courſe of this World may be ſo peaceably 
ordered by thy Government, that thy Church may joyfully ſerve. 


“4 thee, in all Godly ln through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 
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